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entirely for the purpose of ramming, and if she were
able to deliver a full blow in a vital spot she was
capable of disabling any ship in the fleet.

The darkness and the confusion perfectly favored
the role for which she was designed. By prompt
action we might put a dangerous opponent out of
commission before she had done any damage. There
was no time in which to ask the advice of the cap-
tain, who was busy with the battery below. I called
to starboard the helm and turned the Mississippi's
bow toward the Manassas, with the intention of run-
ning her down, being confident that our superior
tonnage must sink her if we struck her fairly.

But A. F. Warley, her commander, a former
officer of our navy, was too quick for us. His last
service had been in the Mississippi in a round-the-
world cruise. He appreciated her immobility in
comparison with the mobility of his own little craft
and sheered off to avoid us. But, then, sheering in,
he managed to strike us a glancing blow just abaft
the port paddle-wheel.

The effect of the shock was that of running
aground. The Mississippi trembled and listed and
then righted herself. When I saw the big hole that
the ram had left in our side I called, "Sound the
pumps!" to the carpenter, an experienced old sea-
man, who was on the main deck near me.

"I have already, sir/' he answered, "and there
is no water in the wells."to have my
